
 

 

Year 1 Spring 2  
Topic Overview 
In Spring 2, children will be learning about a significant historic event from the 17th Century, The Great Fire of London. Children will explore the historic events 
through Samuel Pepys’ diary, and expand their growing knowledge of historical events, including looking at the local area and locating places on a map. Children 
will investigate properties of materials and make sketches and 3D models inspired by the topic. 
Big Bang Day! 
Children can dress up as firefighters and will make firefighting resources, such as a firefighter’s hat, hose, 
bucket, or even create their own representation of a fire! Children will be discussing the properties of the 
materials and testing if they are effective for the intended purpose. 

Educational visit: Church visit – 
Date to be confirmed 

Our Learning Overview 

 

Key Texts 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Lo
nd

on
's 

Bu
rn

in
g

English
In writing, we will be creating a variety of texts, practising different styles of 
writing and exploring their purposes. Children will create their own stories using 
our Talk 4 Writing scheme. They will also explore different types of text and create 
a non-fiction diary based on The Great Fire of London.

Maths
In maths, we will be learning about length, height, weight and volume using non-
standard units of measure. Children will explore comparing different lengths, 
weights, volumes and heights. 

Science
In science, we will be looking at everyday materials. Children will identify everyday 
materials in the world around them and explore their properties, suitability and 
purposes. This links to our topic where we will be testing material's suitability over 
time.

History

In history, we will be learning about the Great Fire of London. Children will look at 
a variety of texts relating to The Great Fire of London. Children will explore its 
history, investigate how it started, historical landmarks involved and its 
significance to the current day. Children will explore the timeline of the Great Fire 
of London and will create a written piece to reflect their understanding and 
knowledge.

Art
In art, we will be learning about different types of paint and how to create colour 
and tone through mixing. Children will explore primary and secondary colours and 
different brushes and brush strokes through their artist focus Mondrian.

RE
In RE, we will be exploring historical religious places. Children will have an 
understanding of why these religious buildings and sites have a significant meaning 
to the religions in question. 

Phonics
In phonics, we will continue to learn phase 5 digraphs, trigraphs and split digraphs. 
The children will also be learning phase 5 common exception words and will be 
learning spelling patterns and rules to enable them to use the correct digraph or 
trigraph in a word. 


